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  Probus Club of Pelham  

 

 

 
   Club Calendar 

(Click Here) 

          October  2025  

 

Update 
https://pelhamprobus.ca 

Message from Our  President: Bill Schwenger 

Happy October, a month to be thankful for all of the things we have in life including Probus.  I 

would like to make sure that we acknowledge and thank all the non-elected members who 

work so diligently to make sure we have the best Probus experience. These 20 plus members 

run special events, interest groups and our lucky draw. They organize our speakers and news-

letter and greet you with a smile. Our club is so much better because of all the people who 

step up and take charge. I would like to make sure that they all know that their efforts are real-

ly appreciated. So the next time you enjoy a Probus activity, please take the time to say a BIG 

THANK YOU to the member who makes things happen! 

Please come out on October 23th and listen to our featured speaker Lorraine Sommerfeld 

speak about her newspaper column, the Motherlode and her new book, “A Face in the Win-

dow”. I love thrillers and it sounds like a really good read. Come have a coffee and a treat and 

meet some new  friends. I guarantee you will learn something new! 

https://www.pelhamprobus.ca/activities-calendar.html
https://www.pelhamprobus.ca/activities-calendar.html
https://pelhamprobus.ca
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General Meeting Oct. 23 

(10:00 am start) 

Our Speaker for October is  

Lorraine Sommerfeld 

Please note the meeting date this month (October 23). It is the fourth Thursday of the 

month (as usual). Not the last Thursday of the month. 

Doors at the Meridian Center will open and coffee will be on at 9:30 for a 10:00 am start to the 

meeting.  

Feel free to bring books and puzzles for our book exchange. If you would like to reserve 

space for lunch with fellow Probus members after the meeting, please sign up here by Octo-

ber 21.The restaurant for lunch this month is Grill on Canboro. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeT-Q50ENhNjti--a3nDe4vfFIPTvZVYLRBc-r90lHfgx6Tcw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=113373225375570245577
https://www.grilloncanboro.com/
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September 25 General Meeting 

Our monthly club meeting on September 25 had a good attendance with 121 members and 12 

guests. The business half of the meeting, along with the usual announcements, included our 

2025 Annual General Meeting. All the motions presented were unanimously approved by our 

membership. Minutes of the AGM can be found here.  

After the break, our guest speaker for the day, D’Arcy McDonald, gave a very interesting talk 

on his fundraising activities with WellSpring, a volunteer cancer sup-

port group. D’Arcy’s talk included a presentation on his cross-

country bicycle journey to raise funds for Wellspring. 

D’Arcy is the son of our members Brian and Marian McDonald. 

D’Arcy drew the tickets for the the monthly Lucky Draw. Proceeds 

from the draw, which are used to support the expenses of our meet-

ings, was $306.00, the highest amount ever. Winners of gift cards 

from Donna’s Fashions and Mossimo’s restaurant were Claire Mas-

ters and Bill Warren. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nGZpFnuedLZGIIKAqIOXUOB7wTr_jYoU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113373225375570245577&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Port Colborne Probus Club 

 

With the initiative of William Thomas, well-known syndicated 
columnist, author, humorist, and two-time Pelham Probus 
speaker, a group has been formed to start a new Probus club in 
Port Colborne. They approached our club in the spring about 
assistance with getting this new club underway, and our Man-
agement Team agreed to be the sponsoring club. Probus Cana-
da also has a former president, Brenda Andrews, who is the 
New Club Ambassador, so she has been providing her input on 
the process of starting a new club. 
 
A number of exploratory meetings have already taken place. A 
group of individuals has agreed to serve as the Management Team of the new club (they 
still have a few vacancies). Our Past President, Rick Prins, has been attending some of 
these meetings, and giving our guidance and organizational experience for these initial 
steps. 
 
The club's first public meeting was held at St. James Guild Hall on Thursday, September 25. 
Speakers included William Thomas, Brenda Andrews, and Donna Potozek, Probus Canada 
District 6 director. The vision for what a Probus club represents was presented from all 
these perspectives. After the meeting, attendees were encouraged to apply and pay for 
membership. They currently have 100 charter members signed up. 
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Oktoberfest Sept. 29 

Monday 29th Sept. was probably the most successful dining-out event to date. We had won-
derful weather, a great venue, great food and a get-together of close to 80 of our wonderful 
Probus friends complete with Bavarian music, a yodeling contest and chicken dance and of 
course the polka! This will definitely become an annual event but next year will stretch later 
into the afternoon with dancing and other activities after lunch. Many thanks to all who attend-
ed, we had such a good time, and a special thank you to Michele and Lynn for all their invalua-
ble help.   

Must not forget Doug Willford, who led us in several versions of Prosit, Mike for his yodeling 
prowess, Evelyn for leading us through the chicken dance, and of course John for providing 
such great music. Such a fun day! 

Prosit to you all, schuss Sue Harris 
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Appy Hour Aug./Sept. 
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Probus Theatre Group Hits the Town 

The Probus Theatre group had a night out on the town Oct 2nd. A group of us started out at 
“My Place” restaurant for dinner and fellowship before the show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Cheers! 
 

We’re not sure what Kevin was asking, but it took John and Reg by sur-
prise.  

Then off to the “Old Pelham 
Hall”  (where 50+ Probians outnum-
bered the rest of the audience) to 
see a Norm Foster play and Irish 

musical entertainment. Rick Gilbert was lucky enough(?) to 
have the whole room sing Happy Birthday to him. 

 

 

 

Bill Craig (who was a member of the Irish Rovers many years 
ago) entertained us with Irish music and stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Oriold and Jamie Williams starred in a 
one-act play “Stake Out.”  



 

Probus Club of Pelham — Monthly Newsletter —  October 2025                          Page 10 

2025-2026  Pelham Probus Club 
President      Bill Schwenger 

Vice-President          David Crump 

Past President    Rick Prins 

Treasurer            Deb Wilson 

Deputy Treasurer           Stan Bowen 

Secretary             Linda Routledge 

Membership Chair   Lynn Reynolds 

Deputy Membership Chair             Michele Schwenger 

Program Team Leader           Reg Coates 

Special Events Chair                    Wendy Hammond 

Web Administrator      Helen Stark 

• Contact Information for all members is available on the Membership List that is sent out peri-

odically.  

• General Club Enquiries:  probuspelham@gmail.com  

• Member Care: (if you are aware of someone who has a significant life event that should be 

recognized on behalf of our club):  Wendy Hammond: whammond2014@gmail.com   

• Newsletter Submissions: The Newsletter is a place to keep our club members informed of 

the many events and activities that are happening in the life of our club. We encourage you, 

if you are in charge of an event, or just an interested member, to submit promotional materi-

al, write-ups following events, and especially pictures that we can include so we can all 

share in celebrating all the good things that are happening. A reminder that the newsletter 

generally goes out the second Friday of the month, so the Monday of that week is our ideal 

deadline for submissions. 

The Last Word 

Priest and philosopher Desiderius Erasmus reminds us of the power of concentrating on a 

single target: 

"He who chases two hares catches neither." 

 

Source: Adagia 

mailto:probuspelham@gmail.com
mailto:whammond2014@gmail.com

